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Some of the chemicals used are:

Fipronil: Fipronil attaches itself to the oils in your dogs skin and coat. It
is not water soluable, but can be removed with alcohol or shampoo. It is
selectively toxic to insects so it is non-toxic to humans or animals and it
kills on contact. It is applied to the skin in a liquid form. Fipronil can be
used on both pups and dogs. It is much more effective when used a few
days after bathing your dog.

Imadacloprid: Imadacloprod is much like fipronil except it washes off if
your dog gets wet.

Pyrethrins: These chemicals are extracted from flowers. They directly
act on the nervous system of the adult flea, killing them rapidly. These
chemicals are relatively safe due to their low toxicity and they have no
residual properties.

Permethrin: This is a synthetic form of pyrethrin but it does not act in the
same manner. It is absorbed into the skin and spreads throught your
dogs layer of fat. Some dogs are very sensitive to this effect.Permethrin
has residual properties and is not fast acting, so you will usually find it
used in combination with pyrethrin in order to get the best of both worlds.
This chemical is effective on both fleas and ticks.

Pyripoxyfen: This chemical is similar to previously mentioned fipronil. It
is usually found in combination with permethrin to give residual effects
against fleas and ticks.
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Organophosphates: This is the WMD(weapon of mass destruction) of
flea control. This chemical is toxic to both humans and dogs and should
only be used as the last resort. It is a heavy duty insecticide and much
care should be taken if considering its usage. Please be aware of all
necessary precautions when handling and using this chemical.
Methoprene: This is not a poison, but an insect hormone that interrupts
the flea cycle by preventing fleas from reproducing. It takes several
weeks for the hormone to actually break the cycle because it does not Kill
the adult fleas. This is more of a preventative control when flea
infestation is minimal.

Lufenuron: An IGR that stops fleas from producing chitin in various
stages of their life. Chitin is the major component in a flea's exoskeleton.
The pupas in the eggs can not eat their way out of the egg since their
teeth are made of chitin. Also, when the larvae molt, they are unable to
produce an exoskeleton, so they soon perish. This product can only be
purchased through your veterinarian and is administered by adding to
your pets food. It is absorbed in the intestinal tract of your dog and
transferred to the outer skin through the dog's circulatory system. Like
methoprene, this is more of a preventative control when flea infestation is
minimal.
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Now you can determine what each product actually does by its chemical
makeup. Regarless of the commercialization, each flea control product
has what chemicals are in it on the label.

It is much easier to maintain your home and dog's environment from
fleas than to try and get rid of them, but if you are infested with fleas,
utilize these tips:

1. Bleach Kkills fleas on contact, so clean your pets environment with
bleach. Be careful of the vapors inherit with the usage of bleach and
never ever combine bleach with a pine sol type cleaner because they will
chemical react to form a toxic gas that can harm both you and your pets.
2. Before applying a flea chemical or powder to your carpets, vacuum
first. This may seem backwards, but vacuuming causing the pupa to
hatch and the larvae to become active. This activity allows the flea
control process you use to be more effective.

3. If you are applying a topical, wait until after two or three days from
bathing your dog before applying. This will allow the natural oils in your
dog's skin and coat to rejuvinate after bathing.

4. Dip your pet to eliminate the majority of adult fleas on the dog(s), while
cleaning and treating your carpets. Launder all washable items that your
pet uses and/or can harbor fleas. Use a residual chemical or IGR to
prevent recurrence of the problem.
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